you liable to pay the funding back, so make sure
you are clear on what they are and how you will

Juliet Kelly

he first piece of advice | would offer any-

one thinking of applying for funding
would be to explore every avenue. The
second — never be afraid to ask for help.

Last year I successfully applied to London
Arts (now Arts Council England) for help with
the production of my debut album Aphrodite’s
Child (33 Records). [ believe that the primary
reasons that I was successful were that I fol-
lowed the guidelines carefully and most impor-
tantly, that I made use of their help-line to fill
in the forms. In fact, their staff were extremely
helpful - the Arts Councils actively encourage
applicants to ask questions and will steer them
in the right direction to give them the best
chance of success.

I had a similar experience with Jazz Ser-
vices who are supporting my UK tour to pro-
mote the album. They do all they can to help
with applications.

Mailing letters to companies requesting spon-
sorship was less successful, mainly because they
tend to support charities and groups rather than
individuals. However, through various contacts,
[ did manage to get photographs, design, cloth-
ing and jewellery at cost or in return for a credit
or a link on my website.

So, try every idea you can think of and ask
everyone you can for help. Like me, you may
end up with even more than you had hoped.
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